
Welcome coaches, referees, parents and players,



Welcome to the 2010 soccer season in AYSO Region 232, Verde Valley, AZ. We start registering players in April for our regular season schedule which starts in late August every year. Our first game is Saturday after Labor Day and our last is Saturday before Thanksgiving. We have a weekend off for Columbus Day, and that gives us 10 match-days of fun. 



There are about 1000 players here ranging in age from 41/2  to 14 years old, supported by several hundred volunteers in six different towns. What a remarkable endeavour this is, year after year, and thank you all for participating in such good spirits. It is trully the "spirit" of AYSO Soccer that makes us special. We are a family-based activity dedicated to ensuring that our sport is safe, fun, and fair at all times. The  basic philosophies upon which AYSO was founded forty years ago still guide our every action and decision today. Now there are six: Open Registration, Balanced Teams, Everyone Plays, Positive Coaching,  Good Sportsmanship, and Player Development. As parents, coaches, refs, and supporters it is our duty to be adults, and always remember that we are role models for the children around us. Let's coach them during the week and let them play on Saturday. Remember they are kids and not little adults, so make your support positive and encouraging at all times. Let them make their own mistakes and learn from them, teach them to be gracious in both victory and defeat, and understand that it is the game that matters and not the score. This is a trully wonderful game that all kids love to play, whether they are good at it or not. In this way soccer provides us with an excellent opportunity to teach and learn the value of teamwork, trust,and sharing responsibility, while building friendships and having fun.



I would like to remind everyone that AYSO is an entirely volunteer organisation. Coaches, referees, team moms, and snack schedulers are all doing this out of the goodness of their hearts. They all have lives outside of soccer full of other responsibilities, none of them are being paid for what they do, and they all deserve as much consideration and support as the kids do. Please be helpful and supportive at all times as it will always benefit your kids. If nothing else, please respect the referees. They are doing a difficult job and they always have the safety of the kids at heart. We cannot tolerate having referees heckled and criticised from the side-lines. If you think that improvement is needed then we challenge you to be part of that improvement. Put your time where your mouth is! We will teach you how to coach if you want to learn, and we would LOVE to teach you how to referee!! 



As players your job is to play hard, play safe, make friends, and have as much fun as you can stand! We hope you will help and support your team-mates, that you will share the good times and the bad times together as a team, and that you will always treat others with respect and courtesy on and off the field. We are all ready for a great soccer season, so let's all go have fun!

Best of luck to all of you,

I'll see you on the field!

Lee Canning, 

Regional Commissioner.
